EXHIBITION & SYMPOSIUM
26 Jan-2 Feb 2024

This Is
Not a
Glacier

Thickening Description
for Thinning Ice

Angewandte Interdisciplinary Lab
Georg-Coch-Platz 2,1010 Wien
ail.angewandte.at




EXHIBITION & SYMPOSIUM
This Is Not a Glacier

Thickening Description for Thinning Ice
Symposium: 26 Jan 15:00-18:00
Exhibition: 26 Jan-2 Feb

Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri: 13:00-18:00 /

Thu: 13:00-20:00

Glaciers are often portrayed as icons of
global warming because of their physical
loss through melting and the loss of
climate records stored in glacial ice. From
a historical perspective, we can see that
they in fact gained value through different
narratives: as natural hazards, as sublime
landscapes, as scientific laboratories,
as sites for recreation and mountaineering,
and as remote places left to conquer.
These narratives, and the ideologies and
power mechanisms that they embody, are
hidden behind the ‘endangered glacier’
narrative of today (Carey 2007) making it
a treacherous portrayal in the fight with
global warming. If we take a step back
from what they have become symbols for,
what can we unlearn and learn from
being with a glacier?

Coming from a dark place of ‘purity
politics’ (Shotwell 2016) over a year
of research, we, a cluster of artists,
researchers, scientists, activists and a
dog, carefully pace along the ridges
of multispecies studies and feminist
glaciology, shedding dichotomic layers
with each struggling step during a
week of fieldwork with the Suldenferner
glacier in South Tyrol in August 2023.

Applying dilettantism as a method of
joining scientific and artistic research,
we deliberately acknowledge the difficul-
ties of knowing the glacier and interact-
ing with it in a non-exploitive way. We
search to be affected, recalibrating our
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thought patterns and habitual reactions

to achieve unconventional data collection.
After days of dilly dallying, lolly-

gagging and bracing the glacial climate

we welcome you to our symposium

and exhibition to sit together, share obser-

vations, ask questions, and reevaluate

preconceptions about the glacier’s

being and our own complicity in the des-

truction of this landscape. Using our

own field research at the Suldenferner as

a starting point, the aim of our event

is to share reports and materials from the

glacier, through discursive and spatial

means, and expand on these experiences

with a curated program of invited guests.

It is an attempt at a more multifaceted,

heterogenous and thicker description

of a glacier, beyond its current reductive

stereotype.

Exhibition and field research by Chloé Lalonde
(Artist, Writer & Educator), Lindsey Nicholson
(Artist & Glaciologist), Sabrina Rosina (Artist &
Vegetation Ecologist), Sophie Olivia Taleja Schmidt
(Artist & Surface Designer), Marton Zalka (Multi-
disciplinary Designer & Visual Researcher)

Initiated by Brishty Alam (Senior Artist,
University of Applied Arts Vienna), Valerie Deifel
(Senior Scientist, University of Applied Arts
Vienna) & Lindsey Nicholson (Assistant Professor,
Institute of Atmospheric & Cryospheric Sciences/
Centre for Climate, University of Innsbruck)

For more details on the symposium please check:
ail.angewandte.at

AIL is an experimental space and a platform for
projects at the intersection of art, science and artis-
tic research, run by the University of Applied Arts
Vienna. AlL is located in the Otto Wagner-Postspar-
kasse and home of Café Exchange: Mon, Tue, Wed,
Fri: 10:00-18:00 / Thu 10:00-20:00. (Free entry)
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